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LAKE ADVOCATES JOIN NATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO BAN FACTORY “FARMS” 
 

At this month’s membership meeting, Advocates for a Clean Lake Erie voted to endorse a national campaign to 

ban meat/milk/egg factories, organized by Food and Water Watch (FWW). 

 

Two events combined to motivate the organization to take the action.  At its March meeting, ACLE members 

heard a presentation by a FWW organizer on the ban and earlier this month, the Environmental Working Group 

and the Environmental Law and Policy Center released a new report describing the explosion of meat/milk/egg 

factories in the Maumee River watershed. 

 

ACLE coordinator, Mike Ferner, said, “For three years, we have focused on how these industrial feeding 

facilities poison Lake Erie.  But with this latest report showing how out of control the industry is and what we 

have learned about the inhumane treatment of animals, overuse of antibiotics and how these facilities have 

driven traditional family farmers off the land, we felt it was time to say, ‘Enough!’  Without massive subsidies 

and extremely lax regulation, these operations would not exist and frankly, they don’t deserve to.  ACLE says, 

‘Farms, Yes.  Factory Farms, NO!’”  

 

He added, “For anybody who thinks our food supply depends on this inhumane, polluting method of raising 

animals, we respond, simply think back to the mid-1990’s before they existed in northwest Ohio.  There were 

no shortages of hamburger, milk or eggs, no empty shelves, no long lines at grocery stores.  The fact of the 

matter is we simply don’t need them.  And to replace them with traditional farming methods would put a lot of 

farm families back on the land.” 

 

The Food and Water Watch ban calls for  

 No more licenses issued for new confined animal feeding operations (CAFOs) 

 No more licenses issued for expanding existing ones 

 Stronger enforcement of environmental regulations on existing operations 

 Farm policies to support sustainable agriculture and traditional family farming 

 

 

-end- 

 

http://www.advocatesforacleanlakeerie.org/
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/campaign/ban-factory-farms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THIODWTqx5E

